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Pusuic Law 601, 79rH Concress 


The legislation under which the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities operates is Public Law 601, 79th Congress [1946], chapter 
753, 2d session, which provides: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled, * * * 


PART 2—RULES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
RULE X 
SEC. 121, STANDING COMMITTEES 
* * « * . * * 
17. Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine Members. 
RULE XI 
POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 


* s * + * + . 


(q) (1) Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(A) Un-American activities. 

(2) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommit- 
tee, is authorized to make from time to time investigations of (i) the extent, 
character, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(ii) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American propa- 
ganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and attacks 
the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitution, and 
(iii) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress in any neces- 
sary remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such 
times and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, 
has recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by any such chairman, and may be served by any person 
designated by any such chairman or member. 
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RULES . 


ADOPTED BY THE 83D CONGRESS 





House Re ition 5, January 38, 1953 
. > * e * * * 
RULE X 
STA ) } COM rl S 
1. There shall be elected the House, at the mime ement of each Con- 
gress, the following st d om Pes 
* * * x » t 
(q) Comn tee on Un-Am i Act ‘ Sl nine embers 
* * * * . * * 
RULE XI 
POW S ) I S OF ¢ MI EES 
* * * . . * . 
17. Committee on Un-American Activitie 
(a) Un-American Activities 
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INVESTIGATION OF COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE 
DAYTON, OHIO, AREA—Part 4 


WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 1954 


Unirep States House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
Wash ington. dD. ( re 


PUBLIC HEARING 


The Committee on Un-American Activities met, pursuant to call, 
at 10:14 a. m., in the caucus room, 362, Old House Office Building, 
Hon. Harold H. Velde (chairman) presiding. 

Committee members present: Representatives Harold H. Velde 
(chairman), Kit Clardy, Gordon H. Scherer, Francis E. Walter, and 
Morgan M. Moulder. 

Staff members present: Frank S. Tavenner, Jr., counsel; Thomas 
W. Beale, Sr., chief clerk; Donald Appell, Courtney E. Owens, and 
George E. ¢ ooper, investigators. 

Mr. Vetpe. The committee will be in order, 

Mr. Reporter, let the record show that present are Mr. Clardy, 
Mr. Scherer, Mr. Walter, Mr. Moulder, and myself as the chairman, a 
quorum of the full committee. 

Before calling the first witness, I should like to state the witnesses 
called today are from the States of Michigan and Ohio. 

This hearing is a continuation of the hearings which were held in 
the State of Michigan in May of this year, and in Dayton in September 
of this year. 

At the time the committee originally scheduled its hearings in 
Michigan, sufficient witnesses were subpenaed to assure the committee 
a full 2-week hearing. 

However, the legislative program of the House, including the pas- 
sage of the St. Lawrence waterway bill, necessitated the return of the 
committee members to Washington before calling all of the witnesses 
under subpena. 

The witnesses are largely individuals who have been identified as 
members of the Communist Party, sent into the Michigan area for the 
purpose of obtaining employment in the auto industry and thereby 
bringing Communist influence into the labor locals. 

Several of the witnesses under subpena falling outside the category 
of colonizers have been brought to Washington because the committee 
has knowledge they are in possession of information concerning Com- 
munist activities in the Michigan area and, further, because the 
committee knows they have no reason to withhold this information. 

Whether they give the committee, through testimony, the benefit of 


FOTT 
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their knowledge or whether they refuse to do so is solely within their 
power. 

The shortness of time allotted to the conduct of the hearings in 
Dayton has resulted in the necessity of continuing that hearing by 
calling several witnesses for further testimony. 

Mr. Counsel, you may cali your witness. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Anthony Russell, will you come forward, 
please ¢ 

Mr. Ciarpy. ere — hand. 

You do solemnly swear the testimony you are about to give will be 


1 4 l 


the truth, the whole nsvoho and nothing but the truth, so help you 
God ? 

Mr. Russe. I do. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Be seated. 


TESTIMONY OF NORTON ANTHONY RUSSELL 


Mr. Russe. May I ask the photographers be directed not to take 
pictures during the testimony, please ? 

Mr. Ciarpy. Yes. Get your pictures before he commences to testify. 

Mr. TavenNner. What is your name, please? 

Mr. Russect. Norton Anthony Russell. 

Mr. TaveNneR. When and where were you born, Mr. Russell. 

Mr. Russeiu. In New Haven, Conn., in 1918, November 12. 

Mr. TavenNER. Are you married ? 

Mr. Russet. Yes. 

Mr. TavennER. What is your wife’s name? 

Mr. Russeru. Marjory. 

Mr. TavennerR. What was her name prior to marriage ? 

Mr. Russet. Marjory Stewart. 

Mr. Tavenner. Had you been married previous to that ? 

Mr. Russeiy. Yes; I had. 

Mr. TavenneErR. Will you tell the committee, please, what your edu- 
cational training has been, that is, your formal educational training. 

Mr. Russet... I graduated from Antioch College with a bachelor 
of science degree. 

Mr. TavenNER. What was the year of your graduation ? 

Mr. Russexu. I received my degree in 1942. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Will you tell the committee, please, what your record 
of employment has been since graduation in 1942, including the period 
when you were in the Armed Forces? 

I believe you were in the Armed Forces? 

Mr. Russet. No, sir; I was not. I worked for a short time. I 
believe it was during 1941 at the Brown & Brockmeyer Co. in Dayton. 

(At this point, Representative Moulder entered the hearing room.) 

Mr. Russevu. I worked from early 1942 until I believe it was 1948 
for the United Aircraft Products Corp. in Dayton, and I have been 
employed at Vernay Laboratories in Yellow Springs since that date. 

Mr. Cuiarpy. Mr. Reporter, let the record show the entrance of Mr. 
Moulder at this point. 

Mr. Tavenner. I would like to go back now to the period of your 
collegiate training at Antioch College. While in attendance at Antioch 
College, were you acquainted with John Ober ? 

Mr. Russeii. Yes. 1 knew John Ober. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Were you acquainted with a person whom he later 
married, Bebe Ober ? 

Mr. Russet. Yes; I was. 

Mr. TAvenNneER. Both of those individuals have testified before this 
committee and have advised it, in public session, that there was, dur- 
ing the period they were at Antioch College, or a part of the time 
the -y were there, a group or cell of the Young Communist League. 

They have told us that that Young C ommunist League was organ- 
ized and activated and conducted by a person who was not in any way 
connected with Antioch College, a person by the name of Herbert Reed. 

They have advised us that Herbert Reed was an organizer for the 
Communist Party in the Dayton area, though not at Yellow Springs, 
which is the seat of Antioch College. 

You were acquainted with Herbert Reed, were you not ? 

Mr. Russet. Yes; I was. 

Mr. TavennER. When did you last see Herbert Reed ? 

Mr. Russexu. I really don’t remember. 

Mr. TAvENNER. a you know where Herbert Reed is now ? 

Mr. Russetz. No, sir; I do not. 

Mr. 'TAVENNER. Looainiandiain how long ago was it that you last 
saw Herbert Reed ? 

Mr. Russewu. It would have been seve aes years. I don’t remember. 

Mr. TaveNNER. By several do you mean 2 or 34 

Mr. Russetu. More than that; many more. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Four or five? 

Mr. Russet. I would say 

Mr. Tavenner. I am not trying to pin you down to an exact 
time—— 

Mr. Russeti. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. But I would like to know approximately when it 
was. 

Mr. Russet. Possibly in the midforties. 

Mr. TavENNER. What was the occasion for your seeing him at that 
time ¢ 

I assume that means about 1945 or 1946? 

Mr. Russeti. Or 1944, or—— 

Mr. Tavenner. 1947? 

Mr. Russe.t. Or 1943 or 7. I don’t remember. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right. 

What was the occasion for your seeing him at that time? 

Mr. Russet. I believe I will decline to answer that question on the 
same grounds that I declined to answer similar questions at the public 
hearing in Dayton. That is, Mr. Tavenner, it is my belief that the 
first amendment to the Constitution, as well as the spirit of the whole 
Bill of Rights, protects me against being forced to disclose any in- 
formation about my opinions Pand politic: al beliefs and associations? 

Mr. Cuarpy. Pardon me, Mr. Tavenner. May I inquire or ask him 
a question there? 

[ am not sure I understand. 

I know at the Dayton hearing you did raise the first amendment, 
but are you going beyond that? 

To be specific, are you raising the fifth amendment? 

Mr. Russeixu. No; I am not. 

53601— 
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Mr. Cuarpy. Well, may I, since you are not accompanied by an 
attorney, be of a little assistance to you and suggest that, under court 
decisions and under the rulings you do not have an umbrella of pro- 
tection in the first amendment at all. 

What you are saying to us, in substance really, is that you cannot in 
good conscience tell us anything about an unlawful conspiracy that 
would destroy us. 


[ wish you would search your conscience a little more thoroughly 
and cooperate with your Government and this committee and help us 


as much as you can, and [ am telling you this in all kindness because 
you will discover, if you will read the cases, if you will talk with any 
attorney in the land who knows anything about constitutional law, the 
first amendment has never been and will not be a protection against 
any action the committee may take; and, because you are cooperating 
otherwise, I hope you will not put us in an impossible position. 

[ don’t want to see any harm done to you. 

I ask you to reconsider and give us the answer to that question. 

Now, will you proceed, Mr. Tavenner ? 

Mr. TAveNNER. Yes. 

I would like to point out to you, before you answer that question, 
the committee knows from the testimony of John Ober and Bebe Ober 
of Herbert Reed’s connection with the Young Communist League 
Group at Antioch up to 1942. 

The committee has the testimony of Professor Metcalfe that he was a 
member of a group of the Communist Party in the midforties. 

Mr. Scurrer. 1946. 

Mr. Tavenner. In 1946, and I believe in 1945—he says at the end 
of 1945 and the beginning of 1946. 

Now, there is an important link in between. 

The actual organizers in 1945 are not known. 

You may be in a position to supply that information to the com- 
mittee. 

We know what it was in 1942. We are asking you now to supply the 
missing link to that testimony, as far as you are able to do it, from 
your own knowledge. 

With that explanatory statement, I would like to ask you again to 
tell the committee what was the occasion of your seeing He rbert Reed 
in the midforties? 

Mr. Russetx. You realize, I think, that I didn’t live in Yellow 
Springs at that time. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, let’s clear that up. 

Mr. Crarpy. I didn’t hear you. 

Mr. Russet. I say I was not living in Yellow Springs at that time. 

Mr. Tavenner. No. You returned? 

You returned there in 1948? 

Mr. Russeiy. Perhaps it was 1948; yes. I will refuse to answer the 
question on the grounds I stated previously. 

Mr. Scuerer. That is the first amendment only ? 

Mr. Russet. Yes; that is correct. 

Mr. Scuerer. You are not invoking the fifth amendment? 

Mr. Russet. No; I am invoking the protection of the first amend- 
ment, to protect my individual rights against being forced to disclose 
any information on my opinions or associations. 
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Mr. TAVENNER. Now, Mr. Russell, I explained to you fully when you 
took the stand in the previous hearing that you were entitled to 
counsel. 

I failed to do that when you took the stand a few moments ago. 
I want to make it plain right now you have the right to have counsel 
with you or to consult counsel. 

Mr. Russevyu. I understand that. 

Mr. Tavenner. I think you have understood that all along, have 
you not ¢ 

Mr. Russety. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. And if you want advice of a legal character, don’t 
hesitate to indicate your desire. 

Mr. Russewn. O. K. 

Mr. TAveNNER. The committee has also received testimony that 
Bebe Ober, who took part in this Young Communist League activity 
in Antioch College upon completion of her course obtained a position 
with a local union in Dayton, and she was then approached by this 
same man, Herbert Reed, and brought into the Communist Party itself 
after taking that employment. 

Now, in the course of her testimony, Mrs. Ober did not attempt to 
blame Reed for it. 

What the committee undertook to indicate was the chain of events 
that had been established by Reed organizing this group, and then 
following it up and getting the young people into the Communist 
Party. 

Now, I want to ask you whether or not Herbert Reed, after you 
left Antioch College, encouraged you in any manner to join the Com- 
munist Party when you saw him in the midforties. Whether you cad 
or whether you didn’t join at that time, did he encourage you to join 

Mr. Russexu. I decline to answer that on the same grounds. 

Mr. Scuerer. I ask that you direct the witness to answer the ques- 
tion, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You are directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Russexu. I still respectfully decline. 

Mr. Tavenner. We have this picture, Mr. Russell: Here was this 
group of young students in Antioch College who were being organ- 
ized by Herbert Reed. 

Herbert Reed attended every meeting. He lectured to them on 
communism. He directed their every movement. 

Then we find when those young people went out into the world that 
Herbert Reed followed them. He got John Ober, a young lawyer, into 
the Communist Party, which is the thing he regretted more than any- 
thing that ever happened in his life. 

Bebe Ober is another example. 

I want to know whether Herbert Reed had anything to do with your 
getting into the Communist Party. 

Mr. Russewu. Is that a question ? 

Mr. TAVENNER. Yes. 

Mr. Russeux. I decline to answer. 

Mr. Scnerer. I ask that you direct the witness to answer the 
question. 

Mr. Criarpy. Yes. I direct you to answer. 
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Mr. Russety. The answer is the same. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Witness, can’t you see you are putting your own per- 
sonal feelings, your own personal likes and dislikes ahead of the wel- 
fare and the safety of your Nation when you do that ¢ 

Don’t you see that‘ 

You have no right to arrogate to yourself the right to decide whether 
or not you will cooperate with your Government—and that is what 
we represent—in attempting to uncover the tentacles of this gigantic 
conspiracy that would entangle us. 

You can contribute a great deal if you would only help. If you 
have a mistaken belief that you have a right, as an individual to decide 
for yourself which of the laws you will obey, which you will not, 
which of the questions that Congress propounds you will answer and 
which you will not, you are making of yourself an outlaw; you are 
putting yourself as a judge above the law; and you shouldn’t do that. 

I am afraid you don’t see that. 

I think aside from this you are probably avery good citizen; but you 
are certainly destroying your value to the community and to the 
country as a whole in taking that attitude, and I am amazed you 
don’t see that, because you are obviously a man of superior intelligence. 

I wish you would reconsider and think about this and give Mr. 
Tavenner an opportunity to get from you the information that the 
committee seeks. 

Will you go on, Mr. Tavenner? 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, Mr. Russell, from all the committee could learn 
during the course of its investigation, those persons who admitted 
having been members of the Young Communist League group in 
Antioch College in 1939, 1940, and 1941, did not know of any con- 
nection of any character by any professor at the college with the Young 
Communist League group, but in 1945 or 1946, which is in the mid- 
forties, as you described a moment ago, there was a group, an organ- 
ized group of the Communist Party, in Yellow Springs, in which a 
number of the members of the faculty and student body were members, 
according to the testimony of Dr. Metcalfe. 

Do you have any knowledge of the existence of that group in 1945 
or 1946? 

Mr. Russet. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, Yellow Springs is just 20 or 24 miles from 
Dayton, is it not? 

Mr. Russe... That is correct. 

Mr. TavennerR. And you were employed during that period of time 
in Dayton? 

Mr. Russet. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you have occasion to go backward and forward 
between Dayton and Yellow Springs so that you would have had an 
opportunity to have known of the existence of such a group had it 
existed ? 

Mr. Russevu. Is your question: Did I go back and forth? 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you have an opportunity to know? 

Mr. Russet. Well, I did go back and forth. I had some friends 
in Yellow Springs, if that is your question. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Yes. 
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Then you were in a position where you could have had knowledge 
of the existence of such a group? 

Mr. Russern. Are you saying that anybody that visited Yellow 
Springs might have had such knowledge ¢ 

Mr. TAvENNER. No, but I say you could have. That is correet--—— 

Mr. Russetu. I decline to answer that, if it is a question. 

Mr. TavENNER. Well, you refuse to answer whether or not you knew 
that there was such a group? 

Mr. Russetn. Yes. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Scuerer. I ask that you direct the witness to answer the 
question. 

Mr. Crarpy. I so direct the witness. 

Mr. Russeiy. The answer is the same. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Proceed. 

Mr. TAvENNER. We understood there were at least 10 members in 
that group. 

Do you have any knowledge of your own of the extent of member 
ship in the group ? 

Mr. Russeixu. I decline to answer that. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you ever attend any of the meetings of that 
group ? 

Mr. Russetx. I decline to answer. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Now, I believe you came to Yellow Springs to work, 
didn’t you, with the Vernay Laboratories in 1948 ? 

Mr. Russet. That’s correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist Party at 
the time you went over there to work in Yellow Springs in 1948 at 
the Vernay Laboratories? 

Mr. Russexu. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you acquainted with a person by the name 
of Arthur Strunk in 1948 ? 

Mr. Russert, I knew Mr. Strunk, but it was at a much earlier date 
than that. 

Mr. TAVENNER. How early in date? 

Mr. Russeti. I don’t remember. Again, perhaps in the early 
1940’s, when I met him, I don’t remember just when. 

Mr. TavenneR. What were the circumstances under which you met 
him ¢ 

Mr. Russexi. That question I decline to answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you know him? 

Mr. Russexiu. Oh, I’d know him if I saw him now. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. When was the last time you had a conversa- 
tion with him ? 

Mr. Russevv. I again don’t—— 

Mr. Tavenner. You don’t know ¢ 

Mr. Russeiy. Have any firm recollection. Perhaps the midforties 
again. 

Mr. TaveNNER. He was known to you as the treasurer of the Com- 
munist Party in the Dayton area? 
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Mr. Russe. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Tavenner. You did not know until this year, did you, that 
Mr. Strunk all the while was operating within the Communist Party 
in behalf of the Federal Bureau of Investigation ? 

Mr. Russeiz. I read it in the newspaper, whenever it was made 
public. 

Mr. Tavenner. But the first knowledge you had of that was when 
it was made public this year! 

Mr. Russeitu. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, Mr. Strunk testified before the committee 
that he collected Communist Party dues from you. He identified you 
as having been a member of the Communist Party in this manner: 

Norton Anthony Russell. He lives on President Street, Yellow Springs, 
Ohio 

During the time when Anthony Russell used to live in Greenmont Village, we 
had several meetings in his house, and he was a member of the Communist 
Party, belonged to the professional group, as far as I remember. 

Question. When you say you had several meetings in this house, what kind 
f meetings were you referring to? 

Mr. STRUNK. Communist Party meetings in his house. 

Mr, WALTER. Approximately when was that, Mr. Strunk? 

Mr. STRUNK. This is several years ago. 

Mr. WaAL?TER. Was it after the attack that was made on South Korea? 

Mr. Strunk. Before. 

Mr. WALTER. Before. 

Mr. Srrunk. It was before. 

Mr. WALTER. Before June 1950? 

Mr. StRUNK. Yes; it was before. 

Anthony Russell moved to Yellow Springs working for Vernay Laboratories 
in Yellow Springs. He wasn’t very active since he moved over to Yellow Springs. 
He attended once a Communist Party picnic in Bryan State Park. That is the 
last time I heard about Anthony Russell. He did pay me dues years before 
vhen he was a member of the Communist Party. 

Question. Did you receive any dues from him after he moved to Yellow 
Springs? 

Mr. STRUNK. Not personally. 

Now, that is his testimony with regard to your Communist Party 
membership. 

Let me ask you: Is his statement correct or is it false, that Com- 
munist Party meetings were held in your home while you lived in 
Greenmont Village? 

Mr. Russeiu. | : 

Mr. Tavenner. You did live in Greenmont Village, did you not? 

Mr. Russeiu. Yes; I did. 

Mr. ‘TavenNner. How long did you live there? 

Mr. Russexx. Oh. I think it might have been from about 1942 until 
1948. 

Mr. Tavenner. He states that you paid Communist Party dues to 

im. Did you? 

Mr. Russexx. I decline to answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, what type of work was Vernay Laboratories 
engaged in when you took employ ment there in 1948? 

Mr. Russett. They make very accurate molded synthetic rubber 
parts. 


decline to answer that question 


| believe they have made it sin ‘e that has been their business since 
the beginning of the company, and that is their business now. 
Mr. Tavenner. Were they engaged in manufacturing materials for 


defense, under defense contracts é 
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Mr. Russeix. In 1948 you mean, or now ? 

Mr. Tavenner. In 1948. 

Mr. Russeiu. I don’t know whether in 1948 they held any direct 
defense contracts or not. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do they now? 

Mr. Russevu. Nore that I know of. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have they at any time between 1948 and the pres- 
ent time ? 

Mr. Russexiu. I don’t know. 

I « "an say this: That I think over that entire period that if they 
have held any direct defense contracts it has been a very, very small 
amount, but I don’t know that the vy have even held any in that period 
of time. 

Mr. TAvENNER. What has been the nature of your employment 
there, that is, the nature of your duties, while you have been employed 
there since 1948 ? 

Mr. Russe.u. I was employed in 1948 as chief engineer, and I am 
now chief engineer and produce tion man: iger. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Will you define your duties as chief engineer ? 

Mr. Russevt. Oh, I deal some with customers and m: ainly, however, 
with directing the tooling that we use in the manufacture of the parts 
that we make. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Will you tell the committee, please, the circum- 
stances under which you obtained your employment with Vernay ¢ 

Mr. Russet. I applied for a job and was hired. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Did you make a written application ? 

Mr. Russecu. I don’t remember. I may have filled out a written 
application. , 

Mr. TAvenNER. Did you furnish references? 

Mr. Russe.u. I don’t really remember. 

Mr. 'TAvENNER. Why did you leave your employment with United 
Aircraft? 

Mr. Russewu. I was asked to leave. I think I was asked to resion. 

Mr. 'TAVENNER. Why ? 

Mr. Russett, The reason they gave me was that I had been late too 
many times at lunch. 

Mr. 'TAVENNER. What was the real reason? 

Mr. Russe... They never stated it. 

Mr. TAVENNER. You have in your mind, though, that there was 
another reason. 

You have indicated that by your expression, What was that other 
reason ¢ 

Mr. Russe.y, I decline to answer that question, 

Mr, TAvenNER. Did that relate in any manner to membership on 
your part in the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Russevz. I have no way of knowing what their reason was, as 
they didn’t tell me. 

Mr. TAvENNER. When you took employment at the Aircraft, did 
you make a written application for employment? 

Mr. Russevz. I definitely don’t remember that. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Were you asked any question as to whether or not 

you had been a member at any time or were then a member of an 
organization advocating the overthrow of the Government of the 
United States by force and violence / 
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Mr. Russevx. I don’t remember that. 

Mr. Tavenner. If such a question had been asked you, how would 
you have answered ¢ 

Mr. Russet. I certainly can’t put myself back that many years and 
know how I might have answered it. 

Mr. Tavenner. At the time you took your employment with United 
Aircraft, were you a member of the C ommunist Party ¢ 

Mr. Russexu. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. 'TAVENNER. Did any person known to you to be a member of 
the Communist Party intercede in your behalf for a position at Vern: ay 
Laboratories ¢ 

Mr. Russexiu. No, sit 

Mr. TavenNER. Did you give as a reference any person known to 
you to be a me roe of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Russeii. I don’t remember who I gave as references, or if I 
gave any references. 

Mr. Tavenner. When you took employment at Vernay Labora- 
tories, was there a person by the name of Walter Lohman employed 
there ? 

Mr. Russexu. I think he was employed there when I came to work. 

Mr. Tavenner. Had you known him prior to your taking employ- 
ment at Vernay ¢ 

Mr. Russeiu. I think perhaps I did, but I’m not positive of that. 

Mr. TavenNer. You would know whether you had met him prior 
to your taking employment there, wouldn’t you ? 

Mr. Russeiu. Well, I think I did, as I say, but if I did it must have 
been a passing acquaintance, whereas sine e I have been employed 
there I have seen him nearly every day. 

I mean I see him—— 

Mr. TavenneR. You are aware of the fact that he is under indict- 
ment for violation of the filing of the non-Communist affidavit under 
the Taft-Hartley Act? 

Mr. Russetx. Yes; I am. 

Mr. TavenNner. Was he known to you to be a member of the Com- 
munist Party ¢ 

Mr. Russeux. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Scuerer. You decline on the basis of the first amendment ? 

Mr. Russety. On the basis as previously stated; yes, sir. 

Mr. Scnerer. And you are not invoking the fifth amendment? 

Mr. Russeiu. No. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Just a moment. 

Then I direct you to answer the question. 

Mr. Russetz. I still decline. 

Mr. TaveNNER. You saw him nearly every day during the course of 
your employment, and that would be from 1948 up until 1954, 
wouldn’t it? 

Mr. Russert. Any day that he was at work and I happened to be 
out in the shop when he was working I probably saw him. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you attend any Communist Party meeting with 
him ? 

Mr. Russet. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall the date on which he filed his non- 
Communist Party affidavit ? 
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Mr. Russeiu. No; I certainly don’t. 

Mr. Tavenner. What office did he hold in the union which made 
him qualify as me who should file a non-Communist affidavit? 

Mr. Russet. I don’t know. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether he was a member of the Com- 
munist Party at any time after he filed his non-Communist affidavit, 
or, to make it more specific, do you know whether or not he was a mem- 
ber of the Communist Party during—at any time during 1953? 

Mr. Russet. I don’t know that he was ever a member of the Com- 
munist Party. 

I just don’t know. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, that is a question a while ago that you re- 
fused to answer. 

Mr. Russett. No, I do not believe so. I do not think it is the same 
question. 

Mr. Tavenner. You say you do not know that he was ever a mem 
ber of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Russexy. I do not know that he was. 

Mr. Tavenner. What do you mean by that? You say you don’t 
know that he was. You are putting a certain emphasis on that that 

causes me to believe you have some special meaning in mind. 

Mr. Russeiu. No, no special meaning. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you ever attend a Communist Party meeting 
with him ¢ 

Mr. Russet. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Tavenner. In other words, you are telling us you have never 
seen his Communist Party card. That is about what you mean, that 
you have not seen tangible evidence of his membership such as by 
seeing his Communist Party membership card or seeing him pay dues? 

Mr. Russeixi. 1 guess I mean that I don’t know that he was ever 
a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. But you are not saying whether he attended Com- 
munist Party meetings ¢ 

Mr. Russevi. With me? Was that the question ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, with you. 

Mr. Russet. That is the question I decline to answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, did he ever attend a Communist Party meet 
ing, to your knowledge? 

Mr. Russet... I don’t know. 

Mr. Scuerer. Are you still asking about Walter Lohman ¢ 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, sir. What position did he hold in Vernay 
Laboratories ? 

Mr. Russeix. He is a machinist. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did Mr. Lohman ever attend a Communist Party 
meeting at your home? 

Mr. Russet. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Lohman was identified by Mr. Strunk as hav- 
ing been a Communist Party member. You are aware of that, are 
you not? 

Mr. Russevy. I think I read that, yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you acquainted with Mr. John J. Edmiston ? 

Mr. Russetx. I do not believe I ever met him. 


53601—54—pt. 4 3 
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Mr. Tavenner. You stated that there may have been some small 
matters that constituted defense orders at Vernay Laboratories since 
the period that you were there. 

Do you recall whether or not you were cleared at any time for work 
on classified material ? 

Mr. Russett. Would I have known it had I been cleared ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, I think you would have. 

Mr. Russet... Then, as far as I know, I have not been. 

You mentioned classified material and again, to my knowledge, we 
have never done any manufacturing that would require such clear 
ance or would be called classified material. 

Mr. Tavenner. That is since you have been up there. 

Mr. Russeix. Since I have been there. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Mr. Scherer. 

Mr. Scuerer. I have no questions. 

Mr. Crarpy. Mr. Walter. 

Mr. Waurer. No questions. 

Mr. Crarpy. Mr. Moulder. 

Mr. Movutper. No questions. 

Mr. Ciarpy. The witness is excused. 


INVESTIGATION OF COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE 
DAYTON, OHIO, AREA—Part 4 


THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 1954 


Untrep States House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE COMMITTE! 
oN Un-American ACTIVITIES, 
Washington, EP}. ¢}. 


PUBLIC HEARING 


The subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities 
met, pursuant to recess, at 2:07 p. m. in room 313 of the Old House 
Office Building, Hon. Kit Clardy (presiding). 

Committee members present: Representatives Gordon H. Scherer, 
Kit Clardy, and Francis E. Walter. 

Staff members present: Frank S. Tavenner, Jr., counsel; Courtney 
EK. Owens, chief investigator; Thomas W. Beale, Sr., chief clerk; 
Raphael I. Nixon, director of research; and Donald Appell, investi- 
gator. 

Mr. Ciarpy. The committee will be in session. 

Let the record show the chairman has appointed a subcommittee, 
consisting of Congressmen Scherer, Walter, Moulder, and myself. 

Mr. Tavenner. Robert A. Harrison, will you come forward, please ¢ 

Mr. Criarpy. Hold up your right hand. 


Do you solemnly swear the testimony you are about to give will be 
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 
M c LLARRISON | ao 


Mr. Crarpy. Be seated. 


TESTIMONY OF ROBERT A. HARRISON 


Mr, TaveNNER. What is your name, please, sir? 

Mr. Harrison. Robert A. Harrison. 

Mr. TavenNER. Mr. Harrison, it is the practice of the committee to 
advise all witnesses they are entitled to have counsel with them if they 
desire. 

Mr. Harrison. Is that right ? 

Can I have anybody I want? 

Mr. Tavenner. And to advise also if, during the course of your 
testimony, you desire to consult counsel, you may. 

When and where were you born, Mr. Harrison ? 

Mr. Harrison. Keyser, W. Va. 

Mr. Tavennrer. When? 

Mr. Harrison. 1916, May the Ist. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you now reside, Mr. Harrison ? 
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Mr. Harrison. Dayton, Ohio. 

Mr. TAveNNER. Give me the address, please. 

Mr. Harrison. 4446 Prescott Avenue. 

Mr. Tavenner. I think I should make this explanation to the com- 
mittee: This witness, Mr. Chairman, was subpenaed for attendance 
at the hearings at Dayton—— 

Mr. Harrison. Better make a correction. 

Mr. Tavenner. In September and it developed the subpena was 
served on another person by the same first name and same middle 
initial. 

The error was discovered just at the time we began the hearings, and 
there was not sufficient time then to issue another subpena. 

Mr. Scuerrer. The other person had the same first name, same last 
name, and same middle initial ? 

Mr. Tavenner. That is right. 

Mr. Ciarpy. I remember that. 

Mr. Harrtson. All you had to do was call on the telephone and I 
would have been there. 

Mr. Tavenner. And for that reason it was necessary to subpena 
that witness here. 

Mr. Crarpy. I recall there was a little incongruity expressed at the 
time there would be such a happenstance but— 

Mr. Harrison. Let me say, Mr. Chairman, if you had just called on 
the telephone, I would have been down there. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, you are here now. 

Mr. Ciarpy. We are happy to have you here today. 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to ask you several questions regarding your 
possible knowledge of Communist Party activities in Dayton, in the 
Dayton area. 

First, let me ask you: What is the nature of your employment ? 

Mr. Harrison. I am a maintenance man on a housing project. 

i J 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you been engaged in that type of 
work ? 

Mr. Harrison. Let me think. 1949. I think it was March 9 that 
I went to work there. 

Mr. Tavenner. Prior to that time, how were you employed, that is 
prior to 1949, when you began your present work ? 

Mr. Harrison. Well, I was unemployed a year before that. 

Mr. Tavenner. Prior to that period of 1 year, by whom were you 
employed ¢ 

Mr. Harrison. IT was employed at a fish market as a butcher prior 
to that. 

Mr. Tavenner. And prior to that how were you employed ? 

Mr. Harrison. Prior to that I was employed at Master Electric, or 
prior to that I was in the service and then I was at Master Electric. 

Prior to that I was putting in concrete. 

Mr. Tavenner. You recall the occasion of the Univis Lens strike 
lo you not, in 1948, T believe ? 

Mr. Harrtson. Yes, sir 

Mr. Tavenner. In Dayton? 

Mr. Harrison. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Taverner. How were you employed then, during that period ? 
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Mr. Harrison. I was unemployed. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Did you take any part in that strike? 

Mr. Harrison. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Although you were not employed at the plant where 
the strike was going on? 

Mr. Harrison. That’s right. I was employed at the plant before 
the strike. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long before? 

Mr. Harrison. I don’t know. I mean you would probably have to 
read that tomethere. I don’t know. 

Mr. Crarpy. Were you employed at the Univis Lens Co. for any 
length of time? 

Mr. Harrison. Yes; I was employed at the Univis Lens Co. 

Mr. Ciarpy. For a matter of a year or more ? 

Mr. Harrison. I don’t know whether it was a matter of a year or 9 
months or 6 months. I say probably if he would read to me there—if 
he has got in 9 months or a year there, that I was working there 

Mr. TaveNNER. Were you working there when the strike began ¢ 

Mr. Harrison. No; I wasn’t working there. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long before the strike began was it you quit 
work there? 

Hr. Harrison. I mean I can’t answer that either. I don’t know. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was it a matter of 6 months or 2 years? 

Mr. Harrison. I don’t know. I don’t know that. 

Mr. TaveNNeER. But you were not actually an employee at the Univis 
Lens plant when the strike was called ? 

Mr. Harrison. No, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. And had not been for some period of time, but you 
are unable to tell us for how long ¢ 

Mr. Harrison. Yes. I mean I don’t know. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Mr. Tavenner, let’s pinpoint that date. It was 1949, 
What was the date of the month? 

I will ask the witness, Do you remember the date of the commence- 
ment of that strike? 

Mr. Harrison. No; I don’t. I don’t know that either, He’ll have to 
read that to me. 

I really don’t know. 

Mr. Ciarpy. I should remember. We had so much testimony on that. 

Mr. Tavenner. It was in 1948. ; 

(Representative Francis KE. Walter entered the hearing room at this 
point. ) 

And my recollection is that it began in May of 1948 and extended on 
through until August of 1948. 

I am sure that is substantially correct. 

Mr. Harrison. That could be true. I don’t know the date. 

Mr. TavenneER. Now, were you a member of the local union at Univis 
Lens Co. ? 

Mr. Harrison. Yes, sir. ; 

Mr. TavenNER. At the time you quit work? 

Mr. Harrison. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. But you were not a member of that organization at 
the time the strike was called because you were not employed in that 
plant, or were you? 











7092 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE DAYTON, OHIO, AREA 


Mr. Harrison. Ask that one more time. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the local union that had the 
contract with Univis Lens at the time the strike was called? 

Mr. Harrison. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. You were still a member ? 

Mr. Harrison. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you acquainted with a person by the name of 
Arthur Strunk? 

Mr. Harrison. I know him. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know what position he held in the Commu- 
nist Party in Dayton in 1948 and prior thereto? 

Mr. Harrison. Well, Mr. Chairman, I guess it is time for the first 
and fifth amendment. 

[ will have to invoke my right under the first and fifth amendment. 

Mr. Cuiarpy. Witness, so we will have an understanding, you do 
not have to do so. 

Mr. Harrison. Well, I do. 

Mr. Ciarpy. But I understand you are doing so? 

Mr. Harrison. And furthermore I would like to say—I mean my 
own feeling—as you have said before here—I have sat and listened 

vesterday: I have sat and listened tod: Ly. 

| have talked with your official investigator this morning. The 
way that I feel, in my own heart, my own head, that this committee, 
Vv hich is the Un American Committee. which has a 2ood name and 
the right name, I must say, in my own heart, is a committee that is 
doing more harm than it is good. 

Mr. Cuarpy. That will be enough, witness. That has nothing to 
do with the question before you, 

Pro eed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Harrison, the committee undertook while at 
Dayton to examine into the facts relating to the Univis Lens strike, 
not from the standpoint of any issues that were involved in the strike 
or any differences of opin on “between employer or any employee or 
any differences of opinion between factions of the union, but what the 
committee did undertake to do was to attempt to ascertain to what 
extent the Communist Party was active in that strike and to what 
extent it endeavored to control the course of that strike. 

During the course of that testimony it was established that a strike 
committee was formed, and that strike committee consisted of —— 

Mr. Ciarpy. Fifteen members. 

Mr. Tavenner. Ten or twelve persons, all of whom—— 

Mr. Ciarpy. May I correct you, Mr. Tavenner? It was 15 mem- 
bers, 14 of which were shown to be Communists. 

Mr. Tavenner. Whether it was 15 or a slightly lesser number, it 
was shown by the testimony that all were members of the Communist 
Party, with the exct ption of 

Mr. Strunk testified that, as a treasurer of the Communist Party, 
he knew these 14 persons to be mémbe1 ~ of the Communist Party 
ind I asked him to prepare a list of those who were on this strike 
ommiuttee, and he ovave us the benefit of his know ledge, 

Phis question was asked Mr. Strunk 
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I may say Mr. Strunk, during the period of time he was in the 
Communist P arty, which : as for quite a period of years, was acting 
in behalf of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, and had entered 
the Communist Party for that purpose. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Before you read the question, I think you should add, 
for his information, that the 14 Communist members of that labor 
negotiating committee, 14 Communist members, were not employees 
of the Univis Lens Co., but were imported from the outside and put 
mn the committee. Now proceed. 

Mr. Scuerer. That wasn’t true of all of them. 

Mr. Crarpy. Of the 14 it was. 

Mr. ScuHerer. Part of them. 

Mr. TAVENNER. That was correct as to some of them, not all of them, 
is my recollection. 

This quest ion was asked of Mr. Strunk: 

Now, Mr. Strunk, I have asked you to prepare a list from your memory of 
all the persons from whom you collected dues during the period you were dues 
collector of the Communist Party and the names of any other persons who were 
known to you personally to have been members of the Communist Party. Have 
you prepared such a list? 

He identified you as one of the persons known to him to have been 
a member of the Communist P arty in this language: 

Robert A. Harrison, 54 Baltimore Avenue. He used to live in Greenwich 
Vilage—— 

Mr. Harrison. Iam sorry. You have the wrong—— 

Mr. TAvENNER (reading) : 

I think on Queens Avenue. He was an officer of 768, CIO. 

Mr. H ARRISON. You are right now. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is that correct ? 

Mr. Harrison. No; not the first of it. I mean that is all wrong. 

Mr. Tavenner. But you were an oflicer of 768, CLO. 

Mr. Harrison. That’s right. 

Mr. ‘TAvI NNER, Did you ever live at either of the addre sses he men- 

oned, in ( rreenw i h Vi llage ? 

Mr. HARRISON. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you ever live on Queens Avenue? 

Mr. Harrison. Yes: I lived on Queens Avenue. 

Mr. Tavenner. I am advised that Greenwich Village is a misprint. 
‘| his 1s Greenmont \ illage. 

Mr. Harrison. I never did live at Greenmont. 

Mr. TAveNNER. But you did live on Queens Avenue? 

Mr. Harrison. That’s right. 


Mr. ‘TAVENNeER. Continuing Mr. Strunk’s identification of you 
I attended many meetings with him. We had meetings at his house Gus 
Hall, the secretary of the Ohio Communist Party, was present. 


Now, he is identifying persons known to him to have been members 
of the Communist Party. 

Did Guss Flall, secretary of the Ohio State Communist Party, meet 

ith you in your home, with you and others ? 
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Mr. Harrison. I will have to invoke the fifth amendment, the same 
as before. 

Mr. Tavenner. This question: 

Have you identified him as a member 
“him” referring to yourself— 
of the UE? 

Mr. Srrunk. Yes. 

Mr. Scherer asked this question of Mr. Strunk: 


You said he was an officer of that local, did you? 

Mr. StrunkK. He was officer and a bartender. He was an officer of that union ; 
correct 

Mr. Strunk also testified : 

To be correct, he was an officer of the CIO union. He was an officer in the 
CIO union. During the Univis Lens strike, he was at 768 and supported the 
strike as a union officer. I think he was on the strike board. 

Were you on the strike board ? 

Mr. Harrison. I still stand on the first and fifth amendment. 

Mr. Criarpy. The Chair directs that you answer that question. 

You have admitted, while you were not an employee of the Univis 
Lens Co., at the time of the strike, you were, neve rtheless, in the union 
at that time. 

Now, I don’t think you have the protection of the fifth or any other 
amendment in refusing to answer the question as to whether or not 
you were on the strike committee at that time. 

Mr. Scurrer. The witness has also testified that he participated in 
the strike. 

Mr. Ciarpy. That is right. 

So, I direct that you answer that question. 

Mr. Harrison. That I participated in the strike? 

Yes. 

Mr. Criarpy. The question is as to whether or not you were on 
the strike committee. 

Mr. Harrison. I participated in the strike. 

Mr. Crarpy. Is that correct, Mr. Tavenner ? 

Mr. Harrison. Would that mean I was on the strike committee? 

Mr. Ciarpy. No. People can participate in a strike, but 

Mr. Harrison. That is what I want to get straight in my own 
mind. 

On the establishment here of the first amendment it says freedom of 
speech, press, assembly, and so on. 

So, I would invoke the first and fifth amendment, like I said before. 

Mr. Scuerer. Did you direct him to answer the question ? 

Mr. Cuarpy. I directed him to answer. 

Mr. Harrison. [I still stand on the first and fifth amendment. 

Mr. Crarpy. You are refusing to answer despite the direction ? 

Mr. Harrtson. I stand on the first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Scurrer. Witness, may I tell you, in view of the fact you haven’t 
counsel here, in view of your previous answers, I think you are invok- 
ing the fifth amendment improperly and as a result you will be in 
contempt in your refusing to answer whether or not you were a 
member of the strike _ a 

Mr. Harrison. Mr. Chairman, can I say something back to Mr, 
Scherer ? 
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Mr. Crarpy. You may. 

Mr. Harrison. All right, sir. 

I think this here committee should not be, but it still is. 

Mr. Crarpy. Should not what ? 

Mr. Harrison. Should not really be, but—— 

Mr. Ciarpy. We understand. That is the Communist Party line. 

Mr. Harrison. No. That is my own personal opinion and feeling, 
Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You have joined in one of the left-wing Communist 
Party lines that we here quit directly, and you are entitled to that 
opinion. 

The fact that you are wrong is neither here nor there. 

Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Strunk advised the committee that all the mem- 
bers of that strike group or strike committee were members of the 
Communist Party, with the exception of one, and that one individual 
was Leothar Wornstaff. 

Now, the committee subpenaed Mr. Wornstaff, as to whom it had 
no information or belief that he had at any time been a member of the 
Communist Party. 

Mr. Wornstaff at the time we subpenaed him was the president of 
local 768, IUEK, CIO. 

He had prior to that time been president of local 768 under the 
UE, ClO. So, Mr. Wornstaff appeared and testified at length about 
the Univis Lens strike. 

It is not necessary for me to go into his testimony now, except to 
tell you he described this committee, which was known as the strategy 
committee. 

This question was asked by Mr. Scherer: 

When, if you did, did you learn that the other members of this strategy com- 
mittee were members of the Communist Party? 

Mr. WornsTAFF. I always had a feeling they were right along because the 
judge that we had on our injunction case at that time called me to his home and 
told me that he felt I was into something that I ought to be checking and ought 
to get out of it right quick. 

Question. When did you actually learn these men were members of the Com- 
munist Party? 

You had the suspicion they were. When did you learn? 

Mr. WornstTAFF. In the trial of Melvin Hupman, I guess, when Mr. Strunk 
testified. 

Mr. ScHerer. Through the testimony of Mr. Strunk? 

Mr. WornstarfFr. That is right, outside of one person. I did see one person’s 
Communist Party card. 

Mr. ScHERER. Which one was that? 

Mr. WornstTAFF. Robert Harrison. 

I think you might add him to that committee. 

Mr. CLARDY. How did you happen to see that? 

Mr. WornstaFF. He used to run the bar. 


Let me stop a moment. 

You did run the bar in the union, didn’t you? 

Mr. Harrison. Yes. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Now— 

After he got 2 or 38 drinks in him, he was pretty free with his conversation. 
He was pretty bold. He would throw it out on the bar for most anybody to look 
at that wanted to see it. I saw it on him on many occasions. I had several 
arguments with him, Mr. Payne, Mr. Kaplan, and Johnny Mitchell, in what is now 


my office. They all four told me, “You cannot work for the International Union 
of UB unless you belong to the Communist Party.” 
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Now, did you have a Communist Party card issued to you? 

Mr. i verison. Mr. Chairman, I will still have to stand on the first 
and fifth amendment. 

Mr. Scuerer. Pardon me just a minute. Was any part of Mr. 
Wornstaff’s testimony read to you by Mr. Tavenner false? 

Mr. Harrtson. I worked in the bar. 

Mr. ScuHerer. Sir? 

Mr. Harrison. That I worked in the bar. 

Mr. Scuerer. That part you say is false? 

Mr. Harrison. Is true. 

Mr. Scuerer. That is the only part. 

Now, is the rest of it false? 

Mr. Harrison. I still stand on the first and fifth amendment, sir. 

Mr. Scuerer. Do you say that just one part of his testimony is 
true, and you refuse to say whether the rest of it is true? 

Mr. Harrison. That's right, sir. 

Mr. Cuiarpy. Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know any facts relating to the manner in 
which Communists liv ing outside of ‘Dayton were brought i in to become 
active in the Univis Lens strike? 

Mr. Harrison. What do you say, counsel ? 

First, fifth amendment, sir. 

Mr. Cuarpy. What ? 

didn’t get that. 

What was that little act you put on there? 

I didn’t quite get it. 

Mr. Tavenner. He is refering to the Chair as his counsel. 

Mr. Harrison. That’s my counsel. 

Mr. CLarpy. Witness, this may seem to be a very humorous pro- 
ceeding to you. That, indeed, is the attitude we find quite frequently 
from the Communists who oce upy the seat 

Mr. Harrison. Now, Mr. Velde, are you calling me a Communist 
now ¢ 

Is the Chair calling me one, sir ? 

Mr. Cuarpy. I suggest that you refrain 

Mr. Scuerer. Just a minute. 

Mr. Ciarpy. From any further levity of that type. 

Mr. Screrrer. You asked if the Chair was calling you a Commu- 
nist ? 

Mr. Harrison. Yes. Mr. Scherer—Mr. Chairman, please 

Mr. Ciarpy. Will you please subside? I haven’t addressed any 
question to you at all. 

Mr. Harrison. Mr. Chairman—— 

Mr. Ciarpy. I have admonished you and I am going to do it again. 
Please remain silent until a question is addressed to you. 

Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Harrison. Can I ask a question ? 

Mr. Cuarpy. You cannot. 

Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Possibly this will enable you to answer what may 
be in your mind. ; 

Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Harrison. I will stand on the first and fifth amendments. 
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Mr. TaveNNER. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Harrison. I will still stand on the first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Mr. Scherer. 

Mr. Scuerer. I have no questions. 

Mr. Crarpy. Mr. Walter. 

Mr. Watter. No questions. 

Mr. Criarpy. Witness dismissed. 
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Unirep Srates Houss or REPRESENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE 
ComMMITTEE ON Un-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
Washington, D. C. 
PUBLIC HEARING 


The subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities met, 
pursuant to adjournment, at 10: 25 a. m. in room 313, Old House Office 
Building, Hon. Harold H. Velde (chairman) presiding. 

Committee members present: Representatives Harold H. Velde 
(chairman), Kit Clardy, Gordon H. Scherer, and Francis - Walter. 

Staff members present: Frank S. Tavenner, Jr., counsel; Thomas 
W. Beale, Sr., chief clerk; Raphael I. Nixon, director of ‘vesearch ; 
Donald Appell and C lourtney E. Owens, investigators. 

Mr. Vetpr. The subcommittee will be in order. 

Mr. Reporter, let the record show that present are Mr. Clardy, Mr. 
Scherer, Mr. Walter, and myself as chairman of the subcommittee for 
the purposes of this hearing. 

Mr. Counsel, do you have a witness? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, sir. 

Irene Jacobs. 

Mr. Veber. In the testimony you are about to give before this sub- 
committee, do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Miss Jacoss. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF MISS IRENE JACOBS, ACCOMPANIED BY HER 
COUNSEL, PAUL PREAR 


Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please ? 

Miss Jacoss. My name is Irene Jacobs. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you accompanied by counsel ? 

Miss Jacoss. Yes, I am. 

Mr. TavenNnER. Will counsel please identify himself? 

Mr. Fruar. Paul Frear, Dayton, Ohio, 1822 Germantown Street. 

Mr. Chairman, I have one request I would like to make. 

We have no objection to photographs, but I would like to have the 
chairman of the committee to instruct the photographers to take their 
photographs now and not during the course of the interrogation. 

Mr. Vetpe. The Chair will appreciate it if the photographers will 
do so. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Miss Jacobs, will you tell the committee, please, 
when and where you were born ¢ 

Miss Jacors. 1 was born September the 2, 1922, in Dayton, Ohio. 

Mr. Tavenner. You now reside in Dayton, I believe? 

Miss Jacorgs. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what your for- 
mal educational training has been ? 

Miss Jacons. I went to Edison Elementary, and attended Roosevelt 
High in Dayton, Ohio. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your occupation ? 

Miss Jacoss. I am at present an unemployed factory worker. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. What was your last employment? 

Miss Jacons. I worked for the International Envelope Corp. 
Dayton. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you first become employed by that 
company ¢ 

Miss Jacons. I believe it was on March the 12th, 1948. 

Mr. Tavenner. How were you employed prior to that? 

Miss Jacops. Well, I had various positions. 

Mr. Tavenner. Immediately prior to that ? 

Miss Jacons. I believe I worked for the Ohio Bell Telephone. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you at any time work for Univis Lens Co. ? 

Miss Jacogs. No; I didn’t. 

Mr. Tavenner. During the course of the hearings in Dayton you 
were identified by Mr. Arthur Strunk as having been a member of the 
Communist Party during the period of time, or at least part of the 
period of time, when he was dues collector of the Communist Party 
in Dayton. 

He stated that when he was exposed as an undercover agent for the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation as a result of some case in which he 
was called as a witness in 1952 that you were at that time still a mem- 
ber of the Communist Party in Dayton. 

Were you a member of the Communist Party in Dayton in 1952? 

Miss Jacons. I assert the privilege of the first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Tavenner. He also testified that you were known for a period 
of time prior to 1952 as being a member of the Communist Party in 
Dayton; is that true or not? 

Miss Jacons. I again assert the privilege of the first and fifth 
amendments. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Roger Dunham testified before this committee 
and advised it that you were a member of the Communist Party in 
Dayton. 

Miss Jacoss. My answer is the same as to the previous questions. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you acquainted with Roger Dunham? 

Miss Jacons. I assert the privilege of the first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you acquainted with Mr. Arthur Strunk? 

Miss Jacons. I again assert that same privilege. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Strunk further testified that during the period 
of your membership in the Communist Party that you were active in 
the Univis Lens strike. 

So, let me ask the question this way: Were you active in the Univis 
Lens strike ? 

Miss Jacons. I assert the privilege of the first and fifth amendments. 
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Mr. Tavenner. You have told us you were never employed by the 
Univis Lens Co. That is correct, isn’t it? 

(At this point Miss Jacobs conferred with Mr. Prear.) 

Miss Jacops. No; I was never employed by the Univis Lens Co. 

Mr. Scuerer. Why did you participate then in the Univis Lens 
strike ? 

(At this point Miss Jacobs conferred with Mr. Prear. ) 

Miss Jacoss. Sir, I did not answer to that question on the fact that 
1 had participated in such a strike. 

Mr. Scuerer. Well, I am asking you: Didn’t you participate in the 
strike ? 

Miss Jacogs. I assert the privilege of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Scuerer. Now, is any of the testimony of Mr. Strunk which 
Mr. Tavenner has read to you untrue? 

Miss Jacors. I assert the privilege of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Scuerer. Is the testimony of any of the other witnesses that 
Mr. Tavenner has read to you untrue, especially as it refers to you? 

Miss Jacorns. I again assert that same privilege. 

Mr. Scurrer. Then you don’t deny any of that testimony, do you? 

Miss Jacoss. I assert the privilege of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you acquainted with Lou Kaplan? 

Miss Jacoss. I assert the privilege of the first and fifth amendments. 

(Representative Harold H. Velde left the hearing room at this 
point. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. There has been a great deal of testimony indicating 
that the Communist Party sent Communist Party members from other 
areas into Dayton at the time of that strike and they parti ipated 
in the strike. 

Do you have any knowledge of that? 

( At this point, Miss Jacobs conferred with Mr. Prear. ) 

Miss Jacons. I again assert the privilege of the first and fifth 
amendments. 

Mr. Tavenner. Weren't you directed by the Communist Party to 
participate in that strike ? i 

Miss Jacons. I assert the privilege of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party? 

Miss Jacons. I again assert that privilege. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Ciarpy (presiding). Mr. Scherer. 

Mr. Scuerer. I have no questions. 

Mr. Water. No questions. 

Mr. CLtarpy. Witness dismissed. 


AFTERNOON SESSION 


Mr. Kuwnzic. I have been asked to announce that Mr. Velde, the 
chairman of the committee, has been called to the center of town. 
The hearing will be continued to December 6, 1954, at 10:30 a. m. 
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